What is claimed is: 



CLAIMS 



1 1 . A method of building a custom software configuration, comprising: 

2 receiving a plurality of requests for desired software configurations; 

3 identifying at least one baseline configuration corresponding to the desired 

4 software configurations; 

5 comparing the at least one baseline configuration with the desired software 

6 configurations; 

7 creating a set of changes based on the comparison wherein the set of changes 

8 are suitable for combining with the baseline configuration to generate 

9 the desired software configuration, and 

10 storing the at least one baseline configuration and set of changes on a 

11 removable medium, the removable medium suitable for loading a 

12 plurality of desired software configurations corresponding to the 

13 requested plurality of desired software configurations. 

1 2. The method as described in claim 1, wherein the plurality of requests for 

2 desired software configurations correspond to at least one of a first software 

3 component, a second software component, a first hardware component and a 

4 second hardware component, wherein at least one of the first hardware 

5 component is different from the second hardware component and the first 

6 software component is different from the second software component. 

1 3, The method as described in claim 1, wherein the removable medium includes 

2 at least one of a compact disk read-only-memory (CD-ROM), digital versatile 

3 disc (DVD), PC Card for utihzation in a PC slot, floppy disk, floppy/optical 

4 disk for use in a floppy/optical drive, zip disk for use in a zip drive, and tape 

5 for use in a tape drive. 
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6 4. The method as described in claim 1, wherein at least one of the baseline 

7 configuration and set of changes are identified through the use of a 

8 configuration ID. 

1 5. The method as described in claim 1, wherein the plurality of requests are 

2 grouped. 
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1 6. A method of building a custom software configuration, comprising: 

2 receiving a first request for a first desired software configuration and a second 

3 request for a second desired software configuration, the first desired 

4 software configuration being different than the second desired 

5 software configuration; 

6 identifying at least one software configuration corresponding to at least one of 

7 the first desired software configuration and the second desired 

8 software configuration, wherein the at least one software configuration 

9 is suitable for generating the first desired software configuration and 

10 the second desired software configuration, and 

11 storing the software configuration on a removable medium, the removable 

12 medium suitable for loading the first desired software configuration 

13 and the second desired software configuration. 
14 

15 7. The method as described in claim 6, wherein the first request for a first 

15 desired software configuration includes least one of a first software 

17 component and a first hardware component and the second request for a 

18 second desired software configuration includes at least one of a second 

19 software component and a second hardware component, wherein at least one 

20 of the first hardware component is different from the second hardware 

21 component and the first software component is different from the second 

22 software component. 

1 8. The method as described in claim 6, wherein the removable medium includes 

2 at least one of a compact disk read-only-memory (CD-ROM), digital versatile 

3 disc (DVD), PC Card for utilization in a PC slot, floppy disk, floppy/optical 

4 disk for use in a floppy/optical drive, zip disk for use in a zip drive, and tape 

5 for use in a tape drive. 
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1 9. The method as described in claim 1, wherein the software configuration is 

2 identified through the use of a configuration ID. 

1 10. The method as described in claim 1, further comprising a third request for a 

2 third desired information handling system, and when the first desired 

3 information handling system is more similar to the second desired information 

4 handling system than the third desired information handling system, the first 

5 information handling system and the second information handling system are 

6 grouped. 
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1 11, A method of building a custom software configuration, comprising: 

2 receiving a first request for a first desired software configuration and a second 

3 request for a second desired software configuration, the first desired 

4 software configuration being different than the second desired 

5 software configuration; 

6 identifying at least one baseline configuration corresponding to at least one of 

7 the first desired software configuration and the second desired 

8 software configuration; 

9 comparing the at least one baseline configuration with the first desired 
IQ software configuration and the second desired software configuration; 

11 creating a set of changes based on the comparison wherein the set of changes 

12 are suitable for combining with the at least one baseline configuration 

13 to generate the first desired software configuration and the second 

14 desired software configuration, and 

15 storing the at least one baseline configuration and set of changes on a 

16 removable medium, the removable medium suitable for loading the 

17 first desired software configuration and the second desired software 

18 configuration. 

1 12. The method as described in claim 11, wherein the first desired software 

2 configuration is loaded on a first information handhng system and the second 

3 desired software configuration is loaded on a second information handling 

4 system. 

1 13. The method as described in claim 1 1 , wherein the removable medium includes 

2 at least one of a compact disk read-only-memory (CD-ROM), digital versatile 

3 disc (DVD), PC Card for utilization in a PC slot, floppy disk, floppy/optical 

4 disk for use in a floppy/optical drive, zip disk for use in a zip drive, and tape 
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for use in a tape drive. 



1 14. The method as described in claim 11, wherein the baseline configuration is 

2 identified through the use of a configuration ID. 

1 15. The method as described in claim 11, further comprising a third request for a 

2 third desired software configuration, and when the first software configuration 

3 is more similar to the second software configuration than the third software 

4 configuration, the first software configuration and the second software 

5 configuration are grouped. 
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1 16. A method of building a custom software configuration, comprising: 

2 receiving a first customer order for a first information handling system and a 

3 second customer order for a second information handling system, the 

4 first customer order including a first list of hardware configuration 

5 components and a first list of software configuration components and 

6 the second customer order including second list of hardware 

7 configuration components and a second list of software configuration 

8 components, wherein at least one of the first list of hardware 

9 configuration components is different from the second list of hardware 

10 configuration components and the first list of software configuration 

1 1 components is different from the second list of software configuration 

12 components; and 

13 storing at least one software configuration on a removable medium, the at 

14 least one software configuration suitable for loading at least one of the 

15 first list of software configuration components and the second list of 

16 software configuration components onto at least one of the first 

17 information handling system and the second information handling 
] 8 system. 

1 17, The method as described in claim 16, wherein the removable medium includes 

2 at least one of a compact disk read-only-memory (CD-ROM), digital versatile 

3 disc (DVD), PC Card for utilization in a PC slot, floppy disk, floppy/optical 

4 disk for use in a floppy/optical drive, zip disk for use in a zip drive, and tape 

5 for use in a tape drive. 

1 18. The method as described in claim 16, wherein the software configuration is 

2 identified through the use of a configuration ID. 

1 19. The method as described in claim 16, further comprising a third request for a 
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third infomation handling system, and when the first information handling 
system is more similar to the second information handling system than the 
third information handling system, the first information handling system and 
the second information handling system are grouped. 
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1 20. A removable medium, comprising: 

2 a software library, including 

3 a first software configuration corresponding to a first customer order 

4 for a first information handling system, the first customer order 

5 including a first list of hardware configuration components and 

6 a first list of software configuration components, the first 

7 software configuration suitable for loading on the first 

8 information handling system; and 

9 a second software configuration corresponding to a second customer 
IQ order for a second information handling system, the second 
Yl customer order including a second list of hardware 

12 configuration components and a second list of software 

13 configuration components, the second software configuration 

14 suitable for loading on the second information handling 

15 system; 

16 wherein at least one of the first list of hardware configuration 

17 components is different from the second list of hardware 

18 configuration components and the first list of software 

19 configuration components is different from the second list of 

20 software configuration components so that the first software 

21 configuration is unsuitable for loading software configuration 

22 components on the second information handhng system. 

1 21. The removable medium as described in claim 20, wherein at least one of the 

2 first software configuration and the second software configuration includes at 

3 least one of BIOS settings, CMOS, operating system, drivers, utilities, 

4 application software, vendor software, and user-selected software. 

1 22. The removable medium as described in claim 20, wherein the removable 
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2 medium is suitable for restoring system setting to an information handling 

3 system. 

1 23. The removable medium as described in claim 16, wherein the removable 

2 medium includes at least one of a compact disk read-only-memory (CD- 

3 ROM), digital versatile disc (DVD), PC Card for utilization in a PC slot, 

4 floppy disk, floppy/optical disk for use in a floppy/optical drive, zip disk for 

5 use in a zip drive, and tape for use in a tape drive. 
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